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PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that patient transportation occurs in a safe manner in order to avoid injury to patients or to personnel.

POLICY:
1. Staff member or ambulance personnel, who have received report from a member of the staff at the facility, will always accompany patients being transported after sedation.
2. A staff member accompanies ambulating patients until discharged in the company of their family or driver.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Only staff oriented to the use of the stretcher bed or wheelchair will be allowed to transport patients.
4. If possible have two members of the staff assist in moving the stretcher bed, one at the patient’s head and one at their feet. If two people are not available, then the one staff member will be positioned at the patient's head.
5. Always move the stretcher bed foot first.

PROCEDURE:
1. Always move the stretcher with the rails up and locked. Lock the stretcher wheels and secure once stretcher bed is positioned.
2. Position stretcher bed so the patient's head is to the wall. Preserve and protect the patient's modesty as much as possible. Use of cubicle curtains is mandatory.
3. When the patient is alert enough to leave, assist them until positioned properly in a sitting position. They are to remain seated until balance is regained and then helped to a standing position.
4. Consider patient's state of consciousness and ability to control extremities.
5. Enlist as much help as necessary to move patient safely. Ensure good body mechanics to protect employees as well as patients.
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