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PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is for the facility to comply with acceptable standards of care that an adequate number of licensed and ancillary nursing personnel shall be on duty to assure that staffing levels meet the total nursing needs of patients based on the number of patients in the facility and their individual nursing needs.   

POLICY:
1. For each procedure involving sedation, an anesthesiologist or a CRNA.
2. If a RN is assigned for conscious sedation, there is a second RN in the room who acts as a circulator. 
3. A second staff member (an RN, LPN or Technician) assists the surgeon with the procedure.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]A circulating RN. (see point 2 above)
5. The PACU is staffed with an ACLS RN, and LPN’s and Technicians in a ratio that is based on the schedule and is conducive to excellent patient care.
6. The pre op area is staffed separately from the PACU area with RN’s and additional support staff based on patient census. 
7. 2 employees will be onsite whenever patients are present, 1 RN during times center is in operation. 
8. A monthly time schedule is prepared by the Director of Nursing or designee and is available for inspection by STATE Department of Health, Medicare and other inspectors. 

