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PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this policy is to provide patients with written discharge instructions to increase patient compliance with their diagnosis/treatment. It also informs the patient and/or family member on what to do if problem occurs once discharged.

POLICY: 
Each patient will receive written discharge instructions prior to their discharge. 

PROCEDURE:
1. The physician will review the results of the procedure with the patient and family prior to discharge from the facility.
2. The chart is reviewed by the discharge nurse for any information that is to be included with the discharge instructions.
3. The discharge nurse carefully reviews the discharge instructions with the patient and their family. 
4. Ample opportunity is offered to the patient and family for asking questions.
5. The patient’s family member or significant other will sign the discharge instructions.
6. The patient and family are instructed to call the facility if any questions or difficulties arise.
7. Instructions are also given on after hours care. 
8. A copy of the signed instruction sheet is placed in the patient’s chart.


