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PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is to protect patients from injury sustained by falling from a stretcher.

POLICY:
All patient stretchers are equipped with side rails and brakes.

PROCEDURE:
1. Brakes must be in a locked position before the patient is assisted onto the stretcher and maintained in the locked position unless in transit.
2. After positioning the patient on the stretcher, raise the side rails into place ensuring that they are secure.
3. Place patient call light within reach. 
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