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PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for usage of the blanket warmer to prevent patient injury.

POLICY:   
It is the policy of Surgery Center of XYZ that the blanket-warming cabinet temperature will be checked every surgery day and documented.

PROCEDURE:   
1. The blanket-warming cabinet temperature will be checked in the morning by the clinical staff performing the facility checks for the day. 
2. Blankets will be replaced in the blanket warmer as they are used on a first in first out basis. Do not overstuff the blanket warmer with excess blankets. 
3. Monitor temperature of blanket warmer to ensure that it does not exceed 130F. Adjust temperature if it is higher than 130F
4. If the cabinet temperature is above the safe range the temperature will be readjusted and rechecked. If the cabinet temperature remains above the safe range it will be turned off and tagged “Out of Service”. The Director of Nursing will be notified. 
5. If fluids are warmed in the blanket warmer, ensure that the temperature is limited to 110F (43C).
6. Blankets/fluids will be warmed in the blanket warmer and never in a microwave oven.
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