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[bookmark: OutdatedDrugs]POLICY TITLE: DISPOSITION OF OUTDATED DRUGS, REAGENTS, AND SOLUTIONS

PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the proper disposal of outdated drugs, reagents and solutions.

POLICY:     
1. Medications are checked monthly for expiration dates, visible deterioration and improper labeling. Any drugs, reagents and solutions that do not do not meet the requirements are disposed of in the following manner:
1.1. The outdated drugs, reagents and solutions are removed from stock and given to the Director of Nursing for credit, exchange or waste.
1.2. If the expired drugs, reagents and solutions are not suitable for return (e.g. an opened multi-dose vial), the Director of Nursing will destroy them according to community standards.
1.3. [bookmark: _GoBack]If the expired drugs, reagents or solutions are controlled substances, the Director of Nursing disposes of them with a second licensed nurse as a witness in a product provided such as Rx Destroyer. Both nurses sign the narcotic log. A reverse wholesaler may be used when appropriate.



