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PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for outside personnel observing, assisting or performing procedures in the facility. Only persons authorized by the Governing Body can perform or assist in the procedure. The Director of Nursing must approve observers in all patient care areas.

POLICY:
1. It is the goal of the facility to provide a means of educating both medical students and post-graduate trainees. All efforts are made to encourage students to observe the care and learn while in the facility. It is the responsibility of the attending physician to make a decision whether such trainees are able to assist in any procedure. 

2. Under no circumstances are students able or allowed to perform the procedures independently. If the physician feels that, under their direct supervision and responsibility, the medical student and/or post-graduate trainee is capable of participating in a procedure, they may assist under the direct supervision of the staff physician and within the limits of the trainee’s capabilities.

3. The student and/or their training institution are responsible for providing proof of liability coverage prior to performing any patient care.

4. Consultants, trainers, equipment representatives, and surveyors may be allowed to observe cases as needed based on patient permission.

5. All trainees must adhere to organizational policies including state and federal guidelines such as HIPAA and OSHA.

6. The patient must give informed consent for any outside personnel observing, assisting or performing procedures in the facility. This will be in addition to the procedure consent.

