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PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for handling Advance Directives at Surgery Center of XYZ.

POLICY:
1. Patients have the right to develop an advance directive and have it honored where serious illnesses are cared for, such as a hospital environment. However, due to the fact that Surgery Center of XYZ is an outpatient facility for the purpose of performing procedures in a safe and uncomplicated manner, we expect that our patients will have excellent outcomes. Therefore, the patient’s Advance Directive is suspended while at the facility during incidents of deterioration.

2. Patients are informed that Advance Directives are not honored at Surgery Center of XYZ during these times, but that in the event of emergency they will be transferred to local Medicare certified hospital, where they will be honored.  Patients are also informed of the suspension of their Advance Directive during the check-in process and sign the consent to indicate that they have received this information.  A nurse will also speak with the patient during the pre-procedure assessment and inquire about their Advance Directive, its location, and explain the policy while at Surgery Center of XYZ.

3. Patients who admit to having an Advanced Directive, yet fail to supply the facility a copy, may still have services provided at this Facility.
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