	Surgery Center XYZ
	Original Date:
	

	
	Approved By:
	Governing Body

		
Policy & Procedure Manual 	
	Revised Date/Approval:
	

	
	Revised Date/Approval:
	

	
	Revised Date/Approval:
	



[bookmark: _Toc462231557][bookmark: _Toc462231545][bookmark: BlanketWarmer]POLICY TITLE: VOLUNTARY RESPIRATOR USE

PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for usage of voluntary respirator use at the ASC during pandemic situations or otherwise.  

POLICY:   
Because of the nature of the procedures performed at Surgery Center XYZ, the facility has never required N-95 masks. This decision has always been based on OSHA standards and best practices for our specialty. It is however recognized that during a pandemic, employees and or providers may wish to make a personal choice to wear an N-95 mask. It is the policy of Surgery Center XYZ to permit voluntary use. Please note the following procedures will be followed as outlined by OSHA. 

PROCEDURE:   
1. Providers and staff will be permitted to wear voluntary respirators if they so choose as long as it is used properly and does not create a hazard to the user.  
2. Voluntary use of respirators will not be allowed if they are misused or it is obvious they present a hazard to an individual based on medical conditions. 
3. Advisory information in OSHA Appendix D will be provided to all persons choosing to wear a voluntary respirator. Specific training is not required. 
4. Voluntary respirators must be clean.  
5. The ASC is not responsible to provide voluntary respirators, although from time to time may choose to do so.
6. Voluntary respirators do not require the employer to do annual fit testing.

It is expected that those utilizing voluntary use of respirators heed all instructions provided by the manufacturer. You must use respirators certified by NIOSH and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health of the US Department of Health and Human Services. It is expected that wearers will keep track of their respirators so as not to mistakenly use someone else’s respirator.
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