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[bookmark: Surgical_Spaces]POLICY: SURGICAL SPACES
XYZ will maintain 2 operating rooms and 1 treatment. It is the policy of XYZ that the restricted areas of the operating room be dedicated as the, “Ambulatory Surgery Center”, and is maintained as a clean and sanitary area.

PURPOSE: The operating rooms shall be cleaned so that the optimum environment for aseptic technique can be maintained to reduce the potential for infection.

PROCEDURE: Only approved surgeries will be performed in the “ASC”. These are dedicated rooms that are not available for other services. The surgeries which can be performed have been approved by the Governing Body of XYZ. These procedures can be performed by qualified physicians on appropriate patients for whom they have been granted clinical privileges.

1. All areas and equipment in the surgical practice setting will be cleaned completely (floor, walls, doors, door jams, sweeps, equipment, cabinets, etc.) every night following surgery by designated personnel with an approved germicide. Operating room floors should be wet-mopped after the last scheduled case of the day. Personnel using disinfectants and germicides will wear personal protective equipment at all times, including gloves and other barrier/protective clothing.

2. All horizontal surfaces, counters, table tops, and lights will be damp dusted the morning of surgery with a clean lint-free cloth moistened with an EPA registered disinfectant.

3. During surgical procedures, spills will be removed as promptly as possible.

4. After each surgical procedure, disposable items will be placed in plastic bags and disposed of according to state, local, and federal regulations. Counter tops, tables, carts, stands, trays, etc. will be cleaned with a germicide. A 3 - 4 foot area of the floor surrounding the surgical bed will be cleaned using an approved germicidal agent and freshly laundered mop head for gross spills. 

5. Scrub sinks will be cleaned at the end of the surgical day.

6. O.R. tables, monitors, defibrillators, electro-cautery machines, and other O.R. equipment must be damp-cleaned with an approved germicide.

7. Any liquids spilled on the floor will be cleaned with a mop and a germicide or according to the appropriate Safety Data Sheet (SDS) – see Spills Policy.

8. Trash in the O.R. suite:
a. All trash buckets are to be emptied and trash is to be removed at the end of each day.
b. O.R. in progress:
i.    Discarded supplies are to be put in plastic bags and removed from the O.R. after each case.
ii. After each case, trash is to be removed and new plastic bag liners are to be put in the trash buckets.

9. The scrub nurse will scrub first at the scrub sink. Once he/she has completed his/her scrub, he/she will then enter the operating room and begin duties in preparing the needed sterile supplies for the scheduled case. The surgeon will then scrub alone at the scrub sink. After the surgeon completes his/her scrub, he/she will enter the operating room and receive sterile towels from the scrub nurse for drying his/her hands, arms, and gowning. A single scrub sink is considered adequate for this method of scrubbing.

END OF SURGICAL DAY:
1. Operating room and scrub/utility areas will be terminally cleaned every day during the regularly scheduled workweek.

2. Damp clean O.R. table, cabinet tops, instrument tables, and stands.

3. Floors will be wet-mopped with an EPA registered disinfectant at the end of the day.

4. Clean the interior and exterior of sterilizers as directed by the sterilizer manufacturer instructions for use.

5. All equipment will be unplugged (except the anesthesia machine) and the cords cleaned and wrapped up securely.

QUARTERLY:
1. Clean inside of all cabinets.

2. Wash transport carts and wheelchairs, including wheels (in addition to cleaning/disinfecting between each use).







Reference:
1. CDC: Guidelines for Environmental Infection Control in Healthcare Facilities
