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PURPOSE: The correct surgical site will be identified at the time of surgery to protect the patient from injury and to safeguard the patient’s health, welfare, and safety.

PROCEDURE:

1. The pre-operative nurse will confirm the type of surgery to be performed, the correct side, and correct site with the patient prior to surgery by telephone and document the conversation.

2. On the morning of surgery, the nurse will identify and confirm the correct patient, the correct side, and the correct site by asking the patient and/or family members. The physician will mark the site for cases of laterality. 

3. The nurse and surgeon will confirm correlation between the medical record, x-rays, imaging studies, and oral verification with the patient.

4. The consent will be read to the patient to confirm the correct procedure and correct anatomical site of surgery.

5. The surgery team will be notified immediately of any discrepancies in the procedure or site of surgery.

6. The circulating nurse is responsible for confirming the correct surgical site by asking the patient to identify himself/herself, confirming the correct procedure, and confirming the correct surgical site.

7. The surgeon is responsible for confirming the presentation, identity, and labeling of imaging studies.

8. In the operating room, the circulating nurse will introduce the patient to the scrub tech/nurse and reconfirm the correct procedure and surgical site.

9. In the O.R., all team members, surgeon, anesthetists, nurses, techs, and assistants will confirm that the correct site is being prepared for surgery, along with the correct equipment, implants, position, and allergies.

10. Wrong site surgery is an adverse event.





