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[bookmark: BarrierMaterials]POLICY: SELECTION OF BARRIER MATERIALS: SURGICAL GOWNS & DRAPES

PURPOSE: To guide the selection of appropriate barrier materials such as gowns and drapes that are used in the operating room.

PROCEDURE:  Materials used for the construction of surgical gowns and drapes should be safe, meet identified needs, and promote the safety of patients and staff.
Surgical gowns and drapes should:

1. Provide an appropriate barrier to microorganisms, particulate matter, and fluids.

2. Be resistant to penetration by blood and other body fluids.

3. Be appropriate to methods of sterilization.

4. Be low-linting.

5. Maintain adequate integrity and durability.

6. Withstand physical conditions.

7. Resist tears, punctures, fiber strains, and abrasions.

8. Have seams that minimize penetration or passage of potential contaminants.

9. Resist combustion.

10. Be free of toxic ingredients.

11. Have favorable cost-benefit ratios.

12. Be comfortable and contribute to thermal comfort.

13. Drapes should be loosely conforming to the patient’s body contours.

14. Have an acceptable quality level (i.e., freedom from holes/defects).

15. Be used and processed according to manufacturer’s written instructions.

