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PURPOSE: XYZ does not participate in home laundry of scrub clothing.  Laundering of linen and patient gowns is done by an outsourced laundry service.   Recommended practices for surgical attire worn within the semi-restricted and restricted areas of the surgical environment will be followed. All surgical attire, scrubs, linens, and patient gowns will be laundered using approved laundry guidelines.

PROCEDURE: XYZ contracts the services of an outside laundry service to launder linens, gowns, and surgical attire. 

All laundry will be placed in an approved laundry bag daily and transported to the laundry area.  Contaminated laundry shall be placed into and transported in impervious bags or containers labeled with a biohazard symbol or color-coded red. If the laundry facility utilizes Universal Precautions in the handling of all soiled laundry, alternative labeling or color-coding is sufficient if it permits all employees to recognize the containers as requiring compliance with Universal/Standard Precautions.  

Items that are considered to be personal protective equipment or contaminated surgical attire will be laundered by the laundry contractor according to CDC guidelines:

1. Thermal Disinfection: Linen and scrubs must be exposed to water at a minimum of at least 160°F for a cumulative time of at least 25 minutes.
2. Chemical and Thermal Disinfection: Laundered items must be exposed to wash and bleach bath water of at least 110°F to 140°F. The bleach bath must be at least 10 minutes long and have a starting bleach concentration of 50-150 ppm. This bleach concentration should be measured by titration on a periodic basis.
3. Launder surgical attire in a separate load with no other items.
4. Keep laundry items completely submerged during the entire wash and rinse cycle to facilitate removal of soil and microorganisms.
5. Use the highest drying setting possible that is safe for the material of the attire.
6. Separate clean and dirty laundry areas will be maintained.
7. Dirty and/or contaminated laundry shall not be stored or transported through the clean laundry area or other clean area.
8. Laundered linens, gowns, and surgical attire will be protected from contamination during transfer and storage. 
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1. CDC: Guidelines for Environmental Infection Control in Healthcare Facilities
2. Occupational Safety and Health Standards, Toxic and Hazardous Substances, Standard Number 1910.1030 Bloodborne Pathogens
