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PURPOSE: An infection log will be kept for all reported patient infections.  The Infection Preventionist will review this information and be responsible for maintaining the infection log.

PROCEDURE:

1. The Infection Preventionist or designee shall review the patient’s records and, if necessary, query the surgeon(s) who have performed procedures in the center to determine if any post-operative infections have occurred.

2. Data for the infection log may be obtained by reviewing the patient’s records, 30 day post-operative infection reports, culture reports, calls to the patients, and contact with the surgeon for any signs of infection. 

3. Monitoring for surgical site infection will be done for 30 days after procedures.  Surgical site infections that develop during those time periods will be entered into the infection log.

4. Surgeries meeting NHSN criteria for 90 day surveillance will be monitored for surgical site infections.  Those that develop during the 90 day time period will be entered into the infection log.

5. If there are no reported infections during a specified monitoring period, the Infection Preventionist shall note this in the infection log.

6. If there has been an infection, the Infection Preventionist or their designee shall supply the surgeon with an infection report form to be completed and returned within ten days and enter the data into the infection log.

7. The Infection Preventionist will review the infection log and will conduct ongoing analysis for changes, trends, and opportunities to improve the control of infections.

8. The infection log should contain at least, but not be limited to the following information: the patient’s name or identifier, date of procedure, location of procedure, surgeon, and site of infection, lab or culture information, patient risk factors and/or NHSN Surgical Site Infection risk category. 


