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[bookmark: Education]POLICY: EDUCATION

PURPOSE: To provide an ongoing educational program about infection control and to support initial and annual training and education for the facility by the Infection Preventionist in the identification, prevention, control, and reporting of infections. Patients and family members will be provided education to foster positive health outcomes.

PROCEDURE: Employees		
1. The educational programs at XYZ will include, but not be limited to the following annually:
a. Hand washing and alcohol-based hand sanitizers.
b. Safe injection practices.
c. Cleaning and disinfecting the environment.
d. Instrument/device processing.
e. Spills and sharp safety.
f. Infection prevention and follow-up.
g. Aseptic/sterile technique.
h. Standard precautions/transmission-based precautions.
i. Latex allergies.
j. Bloodborne pathogens.
k. Aerosol transmissible diseases.
l. Exposure control plans.
m. Surgical attire: gowning and donning gloves.
n. Sterilization, flashing vs. short cycle, cold sterilization.

2. Employees will receive new hire training within 30 days of hire to include the above listed topics as it relates to their job duties. Refresher training will be provided at least annually.
PROCEDURE: Patient & Family
1. Patients and family members will be assessed by facility staff for educational opportunities.  
2. Pre-op and post-op infection control teaching will be provided & discussed with patients when applicable and may include the following:
a. Personal hygiene bathing the day of surgery.
b. Use of recommended products for bathing if any, and their schedule for use.
c. Transmission of infections and hand hygiene.
d. Specific infectious diseases and fungi.
e. Antibiotic/Antimicrobial treatment.

PROCEDURE: Persons under the age of consent
1. Persons under the age of consent will be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

2. The patient and parent/guardian will be assessed for learning needs.
3. Pre-operative and post-operative education about infection control will be provided, which includes, but is not limited to:
a. Personal hygiene bathing the day of surgery.
b. Use of recommended products for bathing if any, their schedule for use, and product safety and supervision during use.
c. Transmission of infections and hand hygiene.
d. Infection control issues related to interactions with siblings or others in the house-hold.
e. Specific infectious diseases and fungi.
f. Antibiotic/Antimicrobial treatment.
g. Who to contact if resources in the home are inadequate to meet post-operative care and infection control needs.

SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS: 
Surgery Center XYZ may provide services to persons who reside in their homes or in facilities who may have developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, sensory, and intellectual or cognitive deficits.

1. The patient will be accompanied by a caregiver from their facility or home.

2. Persons with sensory loss or deficits may be accompanied by a family member, friend, or caregiver who is able to interpret or otherwise assist with communication. Services will be made available based on communication needs, free of charge, when a family member, friend, or caregiver is not chosen by the patient. 
3. Service animals will be permitted, without question, if controlled and housebroken as needed outside of the restricted area.  Due to the size limitations of the facility, miniature horses will not be permitted.  

4. The patient and their caregiver will be assessed for learning needs.

5. Pre-operative and post-operative education about infection control will be provided to the patient/caregiver.  In the case of cognitively incapacitated patients, education will be provided  to their caregiver, which includes, but is not limited to:
a. Personal hygiene bathing the day of surgery.
b. Use of recommended products for bathing if any, and their schedule for use, as well as product safety and supervision during use or application by caregiver.
c. Transmission of infections and hand hygiene.
d. Infection control issues related to interactions with others in the household or in the patient’s living area.
e. Specific infectious diseases and fungi.
f. Antibiotic/Antimicrobial treatment.
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