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[bookmark: SurgicalAttire]POLICY: DRESS CODE & SURGICAL ATTIRE
All persons in the restricted and semi-restricted areas shall wear surgical attire approved by XYZ

PURPOSE: To provide direction for employees about surgical attire to be worn in the peri-operative area, to promote employee comfort and efficiency, and a secure, sanitary environment for surgical services. 

PROCEDURE: All surgical attire worn in the restricted and semi-restricted areas at XYZ will be facility approved. 
Scrubs, warm-up jackets:

1. Surgical attire worn at XYZ will be made from materials that are:
a. Low linting.
b. Comfortable.
c. Stain resistant.

2. Surgical attire made from 100% cotton fleece and cotton flannel will not be permitted.

3. Surgical attire used may be disposable.

4. At the beginning of each shift or daily, clean surgical attire will be donned in the dressing area before entering the restricted or semi-restricted area.

5. When putting on surgical attire:
a. Avoid contact with the floor.
b. The top of two piece scrub suits shall be tucked into the trousers, secured at the waist, or fit closely.
c. Any clothing worn under the attire will be completely contained within the surgical attire.

6. When leaving the facility, change into street clothes.

7. Surgical attire will be stored in a manner that prevents contamination, and will not be stored in lockers.

Shoes: Shoes worn in the peri-operative area will promote safety and protect the feet of the employee.
1. Shoes will be clean.

2. Shoes dedicated for wear in the peri-operative environment are encouraged.

3. Shoes will: 
a. Have non-skid soles.
b. Have low heels.
c. Be closed at the toes and in back.
d. Be free of perforations or holes.
e. Be made from materials that are fluid and puncture resistant.

Hair Covering: All head and facial hair will be covered in the restricted, semi-restricted, and invasive procedure areas.
1. A clean, low linting hair covering will cover all hair and facial hair.
2. A cloth hat will not be worn, or if permitted it must be covered by a bouffant style hat and laundered by the facility laundry service.
3. Skull caps, if worn will be covered with a bouffant when the skull cap does not completely cover the hair. 
Surgical Mask: A surgical mask will be worn in the restricted and invasive procedure area when open sterile supplies or scrubbed persons are present.
1. A clean single-use mask will be worn for each procedure.

2. The mask will be secured to prevent venting.

3. Masks will not be worn around the neck.

4. When removing, a mask will be handled by the ties.

ID Badge: An ID badge will be worn by all persons authorized to be in the restricted or semi-restricted area.
1. The badge will be:
a. Visible.
b. Secured to the top.
c. Will not be attached to a lanyard, chain, etc.
d. Cleaned when visibly soiled.

Jewelry: Jewelry is not encouraged in the peri-operative area.
1. Jewelry will be contained completely within the surgical attire.

2. Jewelry that cannot be contained within the surgical attire will be removed in the changing room.

3. Scrubbed persons will not wear hand or wrist jewelry.

Stethoscopes: Stethoscopes will be used in a manner that prevents contamination of surgical attire and transmission of pathogens.
1. Stethoscopes will not be worn around the neck.

2. Cloth covers for stethoscopes will not be used.

3. There will be nothing such as rolls of tapes or tags attached to stethoscopes.

4. The stethoscope will be cleaned and disinfected after each patient use.
Used surgical attire:
1. Will not be placed into a locker and worn again.

2. Will be handled according to standard precautions.

3. Will be disposed of or placed in a designated container for disposal.

4. Attire contaminated by blood or potentially infectious material will be removed as soon as possible and new attire will be donned.

Administrative responsibilities:
1. Employees will receive training about appropriate use and handling of surgical attire.

2. QA monitoring for adherence to the surgical attire process will be conducted.
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Reference:
CDC: Guideline for Prevention of Surgical Site Infection, 1999 

