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[bookmark: Non_Critical_Equipment]POLICY: CLEANING OF NON-CRITICAL EQUIPMENT

PURPOSE: To maintain a sanitary environment and to reduce the source of transmission of infections from exogenous sources of microorganisms such as furniture and portable equipment. These include, but are not limited to tables, chairs, counters, stretchers, wheelchairs, blood pressure cuffs, stethoscopes, thermometers, pulse oximeters, and monitors with cables.

PROCEDURE: Use a facility approved germicidal, sporicidal, or virucidal product to clean non-critical equipment by applying, toweling, or saturating the items in question. Reduce the transmission of diseases and infections from patient to patient in the clinical area from exogenous sources such as equipment, tables, chairs, counters, stretchers, wheelchairs, blood pressure equipment, thermometers, pulse oximeters, stethoscopes, etc.
1. After contact with a patient, use an EPA registered, manufacturer, and facility approved product to clean the equipment by squirting, wiping, toweling, or saturating the item as needed.
2. All obvious gross bio-hazardous material will be removed from the item with an EPA registered and facility approved product to facilitate disinfection and reduce the transmission of infections.
3. After the contact time designated in the manufacturer’s instructions, the item is either dried off or allowed to dry before returning to the bedside or before being reintroduced into the patient care area.
4. All Velcro straps or belts will be combed or brushed to remove all/any lint that has accumulated over time and cleaned/disinfected with an EPA registered and facility approved product to reduce the transmission of infections.
5. Pads, mattresses, cushions, rails, cords, etc., will be cleaned between patients and when contaminated with biomaterial, blood, or body fluids with an EPA registered and facility approved germicidal product in order to reduce the transmission of infections, observing the integrity of the covering for holes, tears and potentially needing removal from service. .
6. Ear pieces, such as on the stethoscope, will be cleaned with an alcohol pad and, if necessary, Q-tips.  The tubing, head, and diaphragm of the stethoscope will be cleaned and disinfected after patient contact. Stethoscopes will not be worn around the neck to avoid cross contamination.
7. All cables will be wiped off with an EPA registered, manufacturer, and facility approved product to reduce the transmission of infections.
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