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PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is to provide an orderly, rapid succession of treatment for the resuscitation of a patient.

PROCEDURE:
1. When a cardiac emergency is identified in the facility, it is announced over the intercom as “Code Blue” followed by the location. Repeat the announcement twice. The receptionist will immediately call 911, report the code and request emergency management services (EMS). The receptionist will then proceed outside to watch for and direct the emergency management services.
2. All physicians, nursing supervisor and available nursing staff are to attend the medical emergency if available. The Director of Nursing will coordinate this.
3. The physician performing the procedure will run the code unless an Anesthesiologist is present.
4. The second nurse or tech will transport the defibrillator and the emergency cart to the site. Other available staff should assist.
5. Nursing staff remaining in prep/recovery areas should provide care to their patients and draw their cubicle curtains to provide privacy.
6. A member of the nursing staff will man the phone lines and attempt to calm family members in the reception area.


