
CMS Invasive Definition 
Surgical and other invasive procedures are defined as operative procedures in which skin or 

mucous membranes and connective tissue are incised or an instrument is introduced through a 

natural body orifice. Invasive procedures include a range of procedures from minimally invasive 

dermatological procedures (biopsy, excision, and deep cryotherapy for malignant lesions) to 

extensive multi-organ transplantation. They include all procedures described by the codes in the 

surgery section of the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) and other invasive procedures 

such as percutaneous transluminal angioplasty and cardiac catheterization. They include 

minimally invasive procedures involving biopsies or placement of probes or catheters requiring 

the entry into a body cavity through a needle or trocar. They do not include use of instruments 

such as otoscopes for examinations or very minor procedures such as drawing blood. 
 


