POLICY: SHELF LIFE OF STERILE SUPPLES
PURPOSE: Event-Related Sterility Maintenance will be employed by this facility. Policy defines procedures intended to maintain the sterility of packages until they are used or if there is a manufacturer’s expiration date.
PROCEDURE: Event-related sterility packages containing sterile supplies wrapped in single-use or reusable materials are sterile until used or contaminated. Since some supplies have expiration dates and degrade over time, this document covers only those supplies for which the manufacturer or the distributor does not provide expiration dating in the form of labeling, instructions of use, or other statements.

Facility packaged and sterilized items are also event related.  They are sterile as long as they remain intact and in an environment of 30-60% humidity and temperatures between 62 degrees F and 70 degrees F, do not become moist or wet, and are not handled frequently or stuffed tightly in a storage container or dropped.
1. The end user will visually inspect the package or container before opening for package integrity. 

2. Traffic will be controlled to limit access to those trained in handling sterile supplies.

3. Outside shipping containers will not be allowed in the sterile storage area to avoid a reservoir for dust.

4. Items will be stored at least 8-10 inches above the floor, at least 18 inches below sprinkler heads, and 2 inches from outside walls.
5. Sterile items that become wet are considered contaminated because moisture brings with it microorganisms from the air and surfaces. 
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